
Parks Funding Task Force  

May 6, 2021 
Meeting Summary 

 

This written indexed summary of minutes is provided as a courtesy to the reader.  
The recorded minutes created pursuant to ORS 192.650(1) are the official minutes of this body under 

Oregon law.  

The recorded minutes are available on the Lane County Parks website:  

http://lcpubw05.lanecounty.org/Information/PW_Parks/PFTF_050621.mp4 

  

Members Present: John Clark (Vice Chair), Dale Weigandt, Brad van Appel, Randy Dersham,  Art 
Farley, Scott Coleman, Jim Mayo, Ericka Thessen, Randy Dersham, Andy 
Vobora. 

Members Absent: Bob Warren, Janelle McCoy, Kevin Shanley, Renee Jones, Don Mathes, James 
Houghton 

Staff Present: Brett Henry, Michelle Hunt, Cynthia Schlegel 

Meeting Facilitator: Bob Keefer - SDAO 

Elected Officials Present: None 

Guests Present: None 

 

Clark called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

00:00:18 Introductions – Introduction of attendees 
 

00:03:00 Public Comment - None 
 

00:03:10 Approval of February 25, 2021 Minutes 
-  Minutes will be sent out to the Task Force to review and approve at the next meeting. 

 
00:04:11 Facility Condition Assessment (FCA) Report Update 

- Henry stated Faithful & Gould is compiling the final report and when completed will be 
presented to the Task Force.  
 

00:04:45 Funding Alternatives Review 
- Keefer presented three funding alternatives for Lane County Parks. These include A) a local 

option levy for $6M or 16.57₵ per $1,000 of appraised value, B) a local option levy for $5.5M or 
15.2₵ per $1,000 of appraised value, and C) a $4.6M local option levy for $4.6M or 12.71₵ per 
$1,000 of appraised value. 

- Keefer facilitated discussion on all three funding strategies with the Task Force. 
- van Appel thinks it makes a lot of sense to stay around the $30/year range for a local option levy. 

He would like to move forward with option A and options B & C would leave money on the table. 

http://lcpubw05.lanecounty.org/Information/PW_Parks/PFTF_050621.mp4
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- Clark agrees with van Appel, but is also interested in options such as developing campgrounds for 
instance at Perkins Peninsula and Mt. Pisgah because the demand for camping is growing. Van 
Appel would also like to see Parks create more revenue through making improvements and 
adding services such as an area for disc golf.  

- Mayo also supports option A which he believes will be around $40 per year. He stated that Parks 
will need to be specific about where the funds would be used and fire recovery efforts will be a 
good selling point. Also improving campgrounds and managing federal campgrounds could also 
garner support. Trails and bike path additions and improvements may be popular, but Parks 
would have to pick and choose what the public will see in the next five years with the levy in 
specifics. 

- Farley Realizes Parks can’t do a big bond measure right now and a local option levy is the best 
approach for now. Would like to see option A move forward.  

- Vobora supports option A and believes the overall parks system could be looked at for 
liquidation.  

- Dersham thinks it will require a big marketing strategy to get option A to move forward and 
should be a top priority.  

- Thessen agrees option A is the best plan to move forward with. Also believes campgrounds could 
be enhanced and programs added for education to capture a more diverse group of users; invest 
in the community and families more. 

- Coleman reiterates camping interest has grown a lot. Also agrees Parks should look at inventory 
to see which properties liquidated. 

- Weigandt agrees option A is the best option to move forward with. He would also like to see 
Parks receive funding from the general fund. 
  

01:13:00 Schedule Next Meeting 
- The next meeting of the Parks Funding Task Force will be scheduled for late June, tentatively June 

17, 2021. 
 
01:00:23 Task Force Member Comments 

- Coleman believes campgrounds produce a lot of revenue and Parks should look at expanding 
services. 

- Mayo thinks both RV and tent sites could be added to some parks and the community would 
likely support the initiative. 

- Henry stated Lane County has received $74M in funding from the America Rescue Plan and it has 
not yet been decided where the funds will be used, but perhaps campgrounds could be on the 
top of the list. The Commissioners and the County Administrator would have to approve the 
funds and plans for use.  

- van Appel agrees expanding camping would be a benefit. 
- Farley states Parks would need a plan if creating more campsites and stated more services leads 

to more maintenance issues and can become a source of debt. 
- Mayo mentioned the homeless issue and need for camp space and that could possibly help with 

gaining community support. 
 

01:15:00 Meeting Wrap-up/Assignments 
- Henry will present the full FCA when completed by Faithful & Gould. 
- Keefer will compile a final action report for the Task Force. 
 

01:19:00 Adjourn  
Clark called for Adjournment of meeting – Meeting ended at 7:19 p.m. 


